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December 2018 Newsletter  

Join us every Sunday 

at 10:45 am 

~ 

December 2 

“Angels  Unawares” 

Rev. Linda Simmons 

 

December 9 

“Chanukah's Message to 
America Today ” 

Rev. Linda Simmons & Rab-
bi Gary Bretton Granatoor  

 

December 16 

“Thin Places: Holidays, 
Family and Balance ” 

Rev. Linda Simmons 

 

December 23 

“Solstice “ 

Rev. Linda Simmons 

 

December 30 

“Your One Wild and Pre-
cious Life” 

Lay Led with Susan & Peter 
Richards 

Common Pathways: Holidays, Sharks and Admiration 
Rev. Linda Simmons 
 
 When the holidays approach, there is often a sense of excitement mixed 
with anxiety. What will happen when everyone is together this year? Who will 
be offended, who will be the offender, will everyone show their gratitude, 
whose toes will we step on in ways we see later could have been avoided? 
 I was talking to someone about the holidays last month who said to me 
when I posed these questions to her: “Linda, it’s a time to be with the people 
you love. What could be more wonderful than that?” So, why is it when we are 
with the people we love most that we get all tangled up? 
 I read an interview of the Diana Nyad who swam without a shark cage, 
from Cuba to Florida, a hundred and eleven miles, the equivalent of five Eng-
lish Channel crossings, and the longest open-ocean swim in history. She was 60 
years old at the time of this swim. She chose the treacherous swim from Cuba 
to Florida because she wanted the “thrill of commitment: a magnificent goal 
that would consume all self-doubt.” 
 She faced the unbearable with waves, wind, jellyfish, shark scares, get-
ting enough food (the rules of the sport demand her support team on the boat 
feed her without touching her, as if feeding a dolphin). She was too sick to eat 
for 6 days after she made this swim, which took her 53 hours to complete. 
 She said she did it because she realized that she was not immortal, that 
time was limited. Her response to those who thought her crazy was: “Who have 
you become? Because this one-way street is hurtling toward the end now, and 
you better be the person you admire.” 
 Who have we become? When will be the time to be the person we ad-
mire? How about right now? How about this Christmas or Hanukah? How 
about right there at the family table if we gave up our family scripts and decided 
who we were before we gathered, making a list all the joy we hoped to bring 
others this holiday? What would that change, for others, for ourselves? 
 Nyad’s thrill of commitment does not only happen in shark infested 
waters. It can happen any day we decide that we have had enough of an old 
dance, and we commit to new steps across this dance floor. No matter if we can 
dance or not. We can all learn, we can all grow, we can all commit, we can all 
take a risk to love more than we feel loved and see what happens. 
 I tried it last time I went home. I could keep this new dance together 
for about 24 hours and then I went into my old steps again. It was something 
though, those 24 hours. It felt good. I felt good about myself. That is the best 
present we can give others, excitement about who we are in this world. It casts a 
light that gives hope to those around us. 
 Happy Holidays my friends. May we make new commitments this holi-
day as we become people we admire.  

Nantucket is full of common pathways, some known by many, others known only by a few. Our Meeting 
House brings us together, traveling over many pathways, some common, some not, as we learn to walk with 
each other even when the ways are unfamiliar and unmarked. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

Saturday, December 1st 

Christmas Stroll Craft Fair 

9 am—3 pm, Activities Room 

 

Monday, December 3rd 

Immigration Resource Center 

5:30 pm, Hendrix Hall 

 

Wednesday, December 5th 

Building & Grounds  

Committee Meeting 

5 pm, Activities Room 

 

Monday, December 17th 

Neighborhood Film Screening 

5 pm, Activities Room 

 

Tuesday, December 18th 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

5:15 pm, Activities room 

 

Tuesday, December 25th 

Christmas Day—Office Closed 

 

Thursday, December 27th 

Food Rescue Meeting 

11 am, Activities Room 

Board of Trustees Report 
 
 The Board of Trustees met on November 13 and heard the 
following reports: 
 
• Nominating Committee (Lora Stewart): the committee must re-

place three departing Board members. Fortunately, Paul Stewart 
has agreed to stay on one more year as Treasurer.  

• Pledge Committee (Lora Stewart:) asked for a meeting to address 
both unpaid pledges for 2018, and pledge letters not yet returned 
for 2019. 

• Garden Committee (Nancy Mack, Joanne Polster): Nancy pre-
sented a draft plan to level and reseed the yard, remove the diago-
nal brick path, install an irrigation system, and fix some retaining 
walls. The Board approved $4,000 to flatten and reseed the lawn. 
She will present her plan at the next Buildings & Grounds meet-
ing December 5. Joanne reviewed what has been done in the gar-
dens, which have been weeded and cleaned for the winter.  A dis-
cussion ensued about the possibility of reinstating the Ada Reed 
flower fund.   

 
The Board made the following operational actions: 
 
• Agreed to postpone any audit or financial review until a new 

Treasurer is elected.  Paul Stewart hopes for a transition period 
when the prospective treasurer will work with him to “learn the 
ropes.’ 

• In response to the Finance Committee’s recommendation to in-
crease our income goals, the Board instituted a year-round FUNd-
raising committee, which Alison Forsgren agreed to chair. Kat 
Robinson-Grieder reported that things look fine for the Stroll 
Craft Fair, except that we need more items. 

• Rev. Linda will look for a UUA representative to facilitate a spring 
Board retreat and work with us on our self-evaluation and Strate-
gic Plan.  Revision of our Vision, last drafted in 2012, will also 
take place then.   

• Agreed on a format to conduct an evaluation of Rev. Linda’s min-
istry at the December 18 meeting, after each member has an-
swered the questions in writing. 

• Agreed to change the Constitution to streamline how we count 
members for the UUA. 

• By request of Office Manager Emma Young, added more respon-
sibilities to her job description, including church website layout, 
wedding brochure, thank you letters for helpers at Coffee Hour 
(etc.), and increased involvement in the Summer Auction 

• Approved a motion that Joanne Polster, our Archivist, can re-
move all financial files before the year 2000, in preparation for 
moving all the archives out of the Parsonage attic, to be stored 
elsewhere during  Parsonage renovations.  

  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Valerie A. Hall 
President 



Help us reach our 

pledge goal! 

 

As of November 26, we 

have received 40 pledges 

for a total of $62,431—

Every pledge helps! 

We are thrilled to have Leyah back leading our RE pro-

gram. This month, the group has been exploring what it 

means to have “open doors,” as it is the theme of this 

year’s Christmas tree. Stop by our tree, on the corner of 

Main and Orange in front of David Chase and join us in 

inviting everyone to be welcomed in, exactly as they are. 

Join us for Community 

Christmas Caroling! 

Tuesday, December 24th  

 

On Christmas Eve after the Chamber 

of Commerce Red Ticket Drawing, a 

group of singers of all ages led by Music 

Director Barbara Elder visit various 

sites around Town to sing Christmas 

carols. Destinations include the Nan-

tucket Cottage Hospital, Our Island 

Home, the Homestead, the Landmark 

House and private homes of members 

of the congregation.  



Sermons for December 
 
December 2 
Angels Unawares, Rev. Linda Simmons 
Thanksgiving asks us to welcome the other, to seek what binds us. What fears do we have to manage in this political 
climate to remain open minded and hearted? What might this holiday season have to teach us about welcoming the oth-
er when we sometimes feel like turning away from it all, even those we love? 
 
December 9 
Chanukah's Message to America Today, Rev. Linda Simmons & Rabbi Gary Bretton Granatoor 
While often described as "the Jewish Christmas" Chanukah has a unique backstory and meaning.  The struggles and 
strivings that gave rise to the celebration of Chanukah, are not dissimilar to the issues America wrestles with to-
day.  And what Chanukah celebrates, is needed in our society if we are to overcome the divisions that have only deep-
ened in our time 
 
December 16 
Thin Places: Holidays, Family and Balance, Rev. Linda Simmons 
The holidays are upon us and with them call of the expectations and hopes. How can we become closer to the people 
we want to be, the people we admire, this holiday season so that we might come away from them more grateful for the 
blessings of the season? 
 
December 23 
Solstice, Rev. Linda Simmons 
Our annual solstice celebration is upon us. We join the spirits of our ancestors, who through the years marveled at—
and feared—the dying of the sun at the turning of the year. But do not let your heart be troubled! Though it is cold, and 
trouble or grief may darken your heart, the light of compassion, song, poetry and community will brighten your spirit. 
In every darkness, there are gifts. We hope that today you will re-discover those gifts. 
 
December 30 
Your One Wild and Precious Life,  Lay Led with Susan & Peter Richards 
Susan and Peter Richards offer a New Year’s themed service featuring congregants from each decade of life, who will 
attempt to answer the question posed in a Mary Oliver poem: "What is it you plan to do with your one wild and pre-
cious life"? In addition, a "water communion" will be offered where participants can choose to "let go" of something 
they wish to leave behind them as we begin a new year. 
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Church Staff 

Rev. Linda Simmons, Minister ~ Edward B. Anderson, Minister Emeritus 
Barbara Elder, Music Director ~  Leyah Jensen, Religious Exploration Lead Teacher, Sherlly Morocoima, RE Assistant 

Emma Young, Office Manager ~ Janelle Zapata de Morocoima, Sexton ~ Chuck Gieg, Bookkeeper 
 

Board of Trustees 
Val Hall, President, Susan Richards, Vice President, Paul Stewart, Treasurer, Peter Richards, Clerk 

Alison K. Forsgren, Kat Robinson Grieder, Nancy Mack, Joanne Polster, Rev. Linda Simmons 
 

Church Office Hours:  Monday, Tuesday, Friday, 9am—12 pm; Wednesday & Thursday 12:30—3:30 pm 
Minister’s Office Hours: Tuesday, 10 a.m.– noon and by appointment 


