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185 years later…
We’re still here for you.

To learn more, visit nantucketbank.com or stop by one of our branches: 

104 Pleasant Street | 2 Orange Street | 1 Amelia Drive

Neil Marttila 
Senior Vice President
508.957.1230
Neil.Marttila@nantucketbank.com 

Julie Bell 
Mortgage Loan O�cer 
508.957.1104
Julie.Bell@nantucketbank.com

•  Personal Banking 
•  Small Business 
•  Commercial 
•  Investment Management

Member FDIC

We remain your strong, local bank 
with even stronger capabilities.

Please join
AMBASSADOR ELIZABETH FRAWLEY BAGLEY

for a reception with
VICE PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN 

&
DR. JILL BIDEN

Friday, November 29th
6:30 pm

Nantucket, MA 
Address available upon RSVP 

  To RSVP or for more information  
please contact Justin Brennan

jbrennan@joebiden.com
202-351-1684

RSVP Required 

PRESCRIBED 
BURN NOTICE

The Nantucket Islands Land Bank Commission 
will be conducting prescribed burns on their properties between

October 7 - November 22, 2019
(weather depending) at the following locations:

Head of the Plains (south and west of Sanford Farm)
Smooth Hummocks (east of Cisco and west of South Shore Road)

A prescribed burn is the controlled application of fire to the land to
accomplish specific conservation and land management goals.
Nantucket’s unique sandplain grasslands, heathlands, and scrub
oak barrens contain many rare species of plants and animals.

Periodic disturbance, to which most of these species are adapted,
prevents tall shrubs and trees from encroaching upon and out-
competing these species. Prescribed fire is a natural, effective

means of managing these habitats, and has been used successfully
on Nantucket since 1985.

This work will be conducted under the leadership of one or more
experienced, certified prescribed fire leaders utilizing

professionally trained burn crew members. They will be working
closely with the

Nantucket Fire Department to ensure the safety and protection of
surrounding resources. Permitting has been obtained from the
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

(No.4F08003).

Direct questions to:
Eric Savetsky, Nantucket Land Bank Commission, (508) 228-7240

NFD moves in to new headquarters

By John Lavenburg 
jlavenburg@inkym.com

Deputy fire chief Robert
Bates has been a member of
the Nantucket Fire Depart-
ment for 30 years. When he
started in October 1989 there
were five firefighters per
shift. 
Today there are six, two in-

spectors who work five days a
week and additional appara-
tus including brush trucks
and a heavy-rescue vehicle. 
Firefighters and emer-

gency medical technicians re-
sponded to more than 3,400
calls last year alone. Fire pre-
vention and education serv-
ices are offered to the schools
and community that weren’t
available before. 
With this level of activity, a

new station has been consid-
ered a necessity for years.
The Nantucket Fire De-

partment officially moved in
to that station, on Fair-
grounds Road, yesterday.
“The anticipation was no

different than moving into a
new house,” Bates said. 
Fire chief Stephen Murphy

said the new station ad-
dresses the need for space
that was most important in
the former headquarters on
Pleasant Street. 
“So much of this job is ex-

posure to contaminants and
carcinogens,” Murphy said.
“The new facility allows that
to be kept away from the liv-
ing space and keeps the fire-
fighters safe.” 
The limited space in the

old station forced multiple
uses into the garage. Gear
was hung on the walls, trucks
were parked bumper to
bumper and a workout area
was squeezed in the middle. 
The new station has six

bays that each hold two
trucks, gear storage separate
from the living quarters and
a dedicated fitness room. The
station also offers new train-
ing opportunities including a
three-story tower for rap-
pelling and climbing up to
high windows on a ladder,
Bates said. 
Despite the upgrades,

Bates said there are things
that will be missed about the
old station. 
“A station’s your house, it’s

your home,” he said. “(In the
old station) we knew little
things that no one else did
like which outlets work and
where certain things were.
We now have to build that
knowledge back at the new
station.” 
The new station was sup-

posed to be open by June 15. 

The delay was caused by
problems with the heating
and cooling system and sub-
standard finish work. Despite
the delays, there were no ad-
ditional expenses, and the
total cost of the project was
$18.8 million. 
“Fortunately, the one thing

we did control was the fi-
nances,” Murphy said. “We
made sure to hold the money
until we felt the work was
done correctly.” 
On Wednesday a proces-

sion of fire department vehi-
cles from the old station to the
new station was followed by a
blessing offered by Rev. Linda
Simmons of the Unitarian

Universalist Church. 
“May it be big enough to

hold your dreams, your laugh-
ter and your hope. May it be
small enough to be your
home,” Simmons said.  
The town has both short-

and long-term plans for the
former fire station. In the
near term, a trailer is sched-
uled to be moved from Mia-
comet Golf Course to serve as
meeting space. 
A portion of the former fire

station will be used as offices
for the natural resources and
public-health departments,
assistant town manager for
special projects Gregg Tivnan
said. The garage will be used

to store town files and the
natural-resources and ma-
rine-department boats. It will
also become a workspace for
special projects. 
But those changes are only

temporary. Within the next
decade the Affordable Hous-
ing Trust Fund intends to
take ownership of the station
and surrounding property
and convert it into affordable
housing. A preliminary plan
to construct mixed-use resi-
dential and commercial space
on the property met with
mixed reviews, but any plans
are still very much in the
early stages, Affordable Hous-
ing Trust Fund members
said.
Tivnan cautioned that if

the natural-resources and
public-health departments
don’t have new space by the
time the trust fund is ready to
take over, the Select Board
will have to reevaluate the
plan.
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An ambulance and engine outside the Nantucket Fire Department’s new Fairgrounds Road

headquarters Wednesday, shortly after the department officially moved in to the new building.
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Fire chief Steve Murphy, with Unitarian minister Rev. Linda Simmons at his side, says a few

words upon the department’s move in to its new headquarters Wednesday.

Opening of $18.8
million building

delayed since June

“May it be big enough to hold your dreams,
your laughter and your hope. May it be

small enough to be your home.” 
– Rev. Linda Simmons

Blessing new fire station
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Surf Nantucket...


