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WHERE LAND AND SEA MEET
Reflections on the life and lives of a religious community
by Rev. David M. Horst

Change happens. The only real question is how we adapt to change. 
We evolved into Homo sapiens because of our adaptability to a changing 
environment over the millennia of time. We are still evolving, of course, 
but imperceptibly given the short time of modern human existence of just 
200,000 years.
Yet we can observe that the environment is changing before us, the diverse 
human family is blending together, and superstition is giving way to science. 
How will we adapt?
Each of us, every day, in our own way, must seek ways to adapt. Our children 
grow up, and our relationships with them change. Likewise our parents grow 
old, and we come to know them in a new way.
The world has become “flat” again. Our technology connects us with peoples 
all over the world. Commerce is international and transcends national bor-
ders. People move freely and quickly from place to place, country to country.
The world’s climate is changing and shifting as it has since the dawn of the 
time. We do not yet fully understand the reasons, but climate change is 
indeed happening. Local habitats are already feeling the effects, and we can 
already begin to predict the environmental, social, political, and economic 
impacts.
Religious belief must also adapt to our changing lives and a changing world. 
The supernatural God is gone for many, replaced by the wonder of scientific 
discovery and understanding; but the idea of God persists, and we are left to 
our imaginations to construct a God we can believe in.
Our response to change must be personal as well as community, nationwide, 
and global. We must draw on our intellectual as well as emotional and 
religious resources if we are to adapt, thrive, and grow.
On this month of Sundays we consider the theme of change through the 
lenses of earth-based and Christian religion, in the lives of women, in the 
changing demographics of America, and the interdependent web of life in 
which we live and have our being.
Come along for the ride! And be sure to bring along some friends -- we’re all 
in this together!
“Where land and sea meet” is my Nantucket analogy for congregational life.
A church lives in a tidal zone where our private and public lives meet and converge 
like the meeting place of the land and sea.

 

Join us for Sunday 
services each week!

Choir practice at 9:30 a.m.  
with religious education 
and services starting at 

10:45 a.m.

Sunday, February 3
“As the Seasons Turn”

Sunday, February 10
    “Celebrating the Lives 

of  Women”
(Diane Lehman, Amanda 

Torchia & Linda Spery 
lead the service)

Sunday, February 17
“Life, Liberty, and the 
Pursuit of Happiness”

Sunday, February 24
“The Seventh Principle”
Fourth Sunday Lay-Led 

Service
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What is home? How do we define that most common of 
words and concepts? Such a universal element of life and 
yet so varied and interesting.

In RE we have begun a study of animal homes. We are 
discussing materials we as humans use to make our 
dwellings and comparing those to materials animals use. 
We are exploring the ideas of “den, burrow or nest”, ani-
mals that dwell in the barn, living with us, domestic ver-
sus wild. We are reading stories and playing games that 
reflect the relationships between different living things 
and how we share this “home”, planet earth, and talking 
about how to be better neighbors to the animals who live 
near us. 

On the Sunday of Martin Luther King Jr. we discussed 
human rights and what it means to have a dream. We 
explored the idea of letting go of something negative or 
hurtful in order to make room for the gift of change for 
the better. We heard a story of how a family strived to 
make their community a better home for all its members. 
We talked about the dreams we each hold and hope to 
someday make a part of our lives.

We are growing as a program as well, which is very excit-
ing. Each Sunday seems to be full of children and their 
eager energy. We would love to have more involvement 
from our parents, new and old, in whatever form that 

takes, be it volunteering as a helping teacher on a Sunday, 
ideas, or even snacks!

The committee is revisiting rules and structure regarding 
behavior and such, to ensure that every member of the 
congregation feels safe and welcomed throughout the 
Sunday morning experience. We are collecting books 
and toys to make the coffee hour time more exciting for 
children who stay (and to discourage some of the run-
ning which has elicited some concern from members) so 
if you have anything creative or appropriate along these 
lines that you might be interested in donating please do 
not hesitate to speak to one of the RE committee mem-
bers!

So to return to the idea of home… Home is where the 
heart is… home is where you rest your head… home is a 
haven, a house, a family, a community… We will contin-
ue to discuss this topic, as we celebrate Imbolc (or Can-
dlemass), the halfway point between winter and spring, 
as we gather to worship and sing together, as we sip our 
coffee and share the food members have made, as we en-
joy Valentine’s Day and the coming Easter season, as we 
accept the roles of addressing the challenges in the world 
today, as we ready ourselves for a new minister and pre-
pare to say farewell to David and his family…

 Our Meeting House is a home away from home… a place 
to gather and share ideas, dreams, and neighborly ener-
gies… A place to feel welcomed and embraced… a place 
to share our values with our children and ourselves, our 
neighbors’ animal and otherwise… home sweet home…

Diane Lehman, Acting Music Director, is the center of attention for children and adults, at a reading and singing 
presentation of a “Story for the Ages” at a January Service.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
A Sense of Home
Casey Sayre Boukus
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT
Linda Spery, President
For superstitious triskaidekaphobes*, the start of 
the year 2013 is probably one that has been looked 
upon with dread.  However, here at 11 Orange 
Street, we Nantucket Unitarian Universalists have 
embarked upon the new year with fervor, zest and 
nothing to fear!   
Just before the new year arrived, we all rejoiced 
in the birth of an addition to our growing Reli-
gious Education family.  Eli Alexander Slosek was 
welcomed into the world at 11 pounds, 4 ounces 
by his proud parents Rachael and Sam.  Then on 
New Year’s Eve, a crowd of members and friends 
gathered in Hendrix Hall to ring out the old and 
ring in the new—building upon a long-standing 
tradition at the Meeting House.  Young and old 
alike marched up and down Main Street at mid-
night with shiny red bells in hand as the venerable 
1813 Portuguese Bell rang out in the tower for all 
in the town to hear at midnight.  What a great start 
to what promises to be an exciting year!
At our annual meeting on the 13th (there’s that 
number again) we gathered as a congregation to 
adopt a new budget, which was carefully reviewed 
and discussed before receiving a unanimous vote 
of approval.  And just prior to the meeting, Rever-
end Horst welcomed 9 new members who signed 
the book in time to take their places as voting par-
ticipants and voice their support for business mat-
ters discussed elsewhere in this newsletter by the 
Clerk of the Board of Trustees, Susan Richards.
The start of 2013 has also found us witnessing an 
increase in both our Sunday service attendance 
and in our Religious Education program partici-
pation. Our youth program is taking off as well 
with Thursday night dinner and discussion be-
coming an important part of the weekly schedules 
of our high school aged group. Also starting out 
the year full speed ahead is our settled minister 
search committee.  What a dedicated group with 
their weekly meetings, deliberations and decision 
making! 

We also welcome an important new person, office 
assistant Kaitlyn Burke, who has just joined our 
staff.  And last but not least, your board of trustees 
is proud to have a new member, Jim Sulzer, who 
last served on the Nantucket UU board 30 years 
ago!  We look forward to tapping Jim’s considerable 
institutional knowledge as the year progresses.  
Your board—Vice President Brian Girard, Clerk 
Susan Richards, Treasurer Bob Hall, Jack Wein-
hold, John Rivera, Marina Sutro, David Hall, Jim 
Sulzer and myself—is already hard at work on 
your behalf.  We value your input, your support 
and your patience.  Our meetings take place at 
4:15 p.m. every second and fourth Tuesday of the 
month; you are most welcomed to attend.  See you 
in church  !
*those who fear the number 13

Welcome - Kaitlyn Burke

Look for Kaitlyn Burke, left, our new church 
office assistant beginning February 4th. Kim 
LaRue is moving to Small Friends and will still 
provide us with bookkeeping services.

New Office Hours—Same Services
9 AM–Noon  Monday–Friday
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Sunday, February 3 - 10:45 a.m. - Hendrix Hall
As the Seasons Turn
February is a pivotal month, a time of transition between winter sleepiness and spring reawakening. In the Chris-
tian tradition, Candlemas, February 2, commemorates the purification of the Virgin Mary and the presentation 
of Jesus in the temple, occurring 40 days after his birth as prescribed by Jewish law. In the ancient earth-based 
religions the day, Imbolc, is dedicated to the Brigid, the goddess of fire and inspiration. As is well known, Christian 
feasts often coincide with pagan ones; and as Unitarian Universalists we can honor both and be informed by them. 
David Horst, Interim Minister, leads the service and presents “The Time In Between.” Music with Diane Lehman, 
Acting Director of Music, and the Meeting House Choir.

Sunday, February 10 - 10:45 a.m. - Hendrix Hall
Celebrating the Lives of Women
Diane Lehman and congregation members Amanda Torchia and Linda Spery lead this celebration about and for 
women. On this special occasion let us remember our mentors, acknowledge our contemporaries, and envision 
our future as woman on Nantucket. We invite women and men to be part of the conversation of memories, music, 
and inspiration. The Meeting House Choir performs.

Sunday, February 17 - 10:45 a.m. - Hendrix Hall
Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness
Now that immigration reform is back on the agenda of our national leaders, let’s consider what it means to be 
an American during a time of great demographic shifts. Might our national creed “life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness” pertain to those seeking citizenship as well as birthright citizens? Today we’ll explore the changing 
character of America in the context of the immigration challenge. Rev. Horst leads the service and presents “Who 
Belongs in America?” Music provided by Amanda Torchia and Bette Miller.

Sunday, February 24 - 10:45 a.m. - Hendrix Hall
Our Lives in the Interdependent Web
Christine Sanford and members of the Fourth Sunday Lay-Led Service Committee lead today’s worship service 
focusing on the seventh Unitarian Universalist principle that promotes “respect for the interdependent web of 
all existence of which we are a part.” Our Unitarian Universalist draws from many sources including “spiritual 
teachings of Earth-centered traditions which celebrate the circle of life and instruct us to live in harmony with the 
rhythms of nature.” Music provided by Amanda Torchia and Bette Miller.

February 2013 Sunday Services

Each Sunday start the day with Morning Meditation at 9 am in Hendrix Hall.

Infant and toddler care provided from 10:30 am–noon. Children begin the morning with the 
adult congregation in Hendrix Hall at 10:45 am then depart for circle time, a story or activity, and 
a snack as part of the cooperative Religious Education Program.

Enjoy coffee and conversation following the service in the Activities Room at 11:45 am. Bring 
brunch food to share.
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A slide show of 2012 highlights was on screen as more 
than 40 voting members gathered in Hendrix Hall for 
the annual meeting.
Outgoing Board of Trustees President, Bob Hall, 
called the meeting to order and Interim Minister Da-
vid Horst offered the invocation. It was noted that 
nine new Congregation members signed the Mem-
bers Book before the meeting.  Welcome to our new-
est members!
The Agenda and the 2012 Annual Report were dis-
tributed to all present.  Once a quorum was con-
firmed and the minutes of the 2012 Annual Meeting 
were reviewed and approved, a spirited discussion of 
the operating budget for 2013 began.
Jack Weinhold, outgoing treasurer, reviewed the bud-
get, explained some line items, including any sur-
prises, read aloud from his written treasurers report, 
and answered questions from the floor. Expenses for 
the activities of the settled minister search committee 
and the relocation of the settled minister were dis-
cussed as exceptional and non recurring demands on 
the budget. 
The congregation voiced unanimous approval of the 
budget which included $25,000 (the last scheduled 
use of endowment funds for annual operations), and 
an additional $5,500 of endowment funding to cover 
the one time expenses associated with the calling of 
a settled minister. The commitment and dedicated 
work of the Finance committee was recognized by the 
entire congregation. 
Mary Beth Splaine of the Nominating Commit-
tee presented the changes in the Board of Trustees. 
Bob Hall stepped down from the Board, Christine 
Sanford stepped down following three years service, 
Susan Richards ended her year as replacement for a 
vacated position, and Jack Weinhold stepped down as 
Treasurer. The slate of nominees for positions were, 
Trustees: Susan Richards, Jim Sultzer, and Jack Wein-
hold, all eligible to serve terms of 3 years, Treasurer 
(elected every year): Bob Hall . All were unanimously 
approved on a voice vote.
Nominating Committee members, Bob Lehman, 
Chris Lohmann, and Mary Beth Splaine were nomi-
nated and approved to serve again for 2013. Also 
approved as the newest new member of the South 
Church Preservation Fund was Reggie Levine.
Voice votes approved; the donation of the Estey organ 

to a Trustee approved organization in the coming-
year, and amendment of the by-laws approving email 
as an acceptable means of notifying members of up-
coming meetings. 
The meeting was adjourned following a thanks to all 
participants and a reminder that copies of the Annu-
al Meeting report and the 2013 Budget are available 
from the office.

2013 ANNUAL MEETING   January 13th, Hendrix Hall     Susan Richards, Clerk

After extensive review of an amazing pool of ministe-
rial candidates, we have selected the “pre-candidates” 
for the position of settled minister.
As we get to know these ministers in depth, through 
interviews, informal talks, reference calls, and ser-
mons, it seemed a good time to review the ministe-
rial attributes you, the congregation, defined last year 
through the survey and other meetings.
We heard that you value strong preaching, warmth, 
caring and openness, acceptance of our theological 
differences, intellectual stimulation, enthusiasm, hu-
mor, excitement about religious education and social 
justice, and a cooperative, yet visionary leadership 
style. The ministers on our short list seem to fit the 
bill, we’re happy to report. 
The congregation’s participation in this process has 
helped us stay on target, and we’re looking forward to 
the day, within the next two months, when we can an-
nounce our final choice. 
At that point, we will invite the chosen candidate to 
join us on Nantucket for Candidating Week at which 
time they will preach two Sundays in a row with meet-
ings and get-togethers with members and committees 
during the week in between. Following the service on 
the second Sunday, the Congregation votes to ‘call’ the 
minister, who will then begin ministry with us on Au-
gust 1st.
Feel free to ask any questions about the search process 
from anyone on the committee. Some rules of confi-
dentiality must be respected but we will be happy to 
share as much as possible.
 Search Committee members are Sissy Girard, Peter 
Richards, Barbara Elder, Casey Boukus, Abby Slosek, 
Nancy Rappaport, Yve Shevalier, and Craig Spery.

SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Craig Spery, Chair
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AN INAUGURAL EVENT AT HENDRIX HALL
More than 50 members of Nantucket community were in attendance to watch the the Inau-
guration of President Barack Obama on Martin Luther King Day, January 21st in Hendrix 
Hall at the UU Meeting House.   

For several years the Nantucket Interfaith Council has sponsored a celebration of Martin 
Luther King Day. This year, because the presidential inauguration fell on MLK day, the 
Council decided not to hold the usual service. Our congregation liaison to the Council, 
Mary Beth Splaine, suggested we open the Meeting House to a public celebration of both 
events. 
We moved forward from there with UU members Haziel Jackson, Bob Hall, Jack Wein-
hold, Christine Sanford, and Susan Richards joining together with co-host Bill Oliver, of 
the African Meeting House, to open Hendrix Hall from 10:30 am to 2:00 pm and watch all 
the Inaugural festivities on a large screen. Technical support was supplied by Jack and Bob.   
Refreshments were plentiful in the Activities Room along with spirited conversation and 
enthusiastic bursts of applause throughout the Inauguration address.
We received many compliments for sponsoring the public showing and ultimately this was 
not only a national event but also a true Nantucket community happening! 

Jennifer Rebecca Hudson 
Tyler Levine
Saralyn Rice
Gwen J. Richter
Abbey Slosek

Amanda Torchia
Alison Van Fleet,
Andrea Lynn Watson
Michelle Whelan

WELCOME
NEW

MEMBERS
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GREETERS
Please sign up to be a Sunday morning greeter!

Greeters welcome members, friends, and 
guests; hand out name badges, bulletins, 

and hymnals; and answer visitors’ questions. 
Please add your name to the sign-up sheet

in Hendrix Hall
next Sunday morning!

YOUTH GROUP
Thursdays at 6 pm

The high school Youth Group meets every
Thursday evening at 6 in the Activities Room.

Participating youth enjoy a potluck
supper, check in and sharing time,

games, and conversation.
See youth advisors Christine Sanford,

Henry Sanford, David Horst, or
Yve Shevalier to get involved

RELAX
AND

RE-CENTER 
Join Rev. Horst and members and friends

of the congregation for 30 minutes of silent 
meditation, chanting, and prayer every

Sunday morning at 9 am in Hendrix Hall.
Come relax and re-center yourself as you

begin your day and week.

The trustees of South Church Preservation Fund 
have welcomed newly-elected member, Reg-
gie Levine, to the board. Reggie who serves as 
President of the Nantucket Arts Council brings 
a long history of service to the community and 
was involved in the previous Meeting House res-
toration in 1982.
He joins long time members: David Barham, 
Sissy Girard, Craig Spery, Chris Lohmann, Mary 
Beth Splaine, and Libby Oldham from the con-
gregation, Susan Hochwald from Congregation 
Shirat Ha Yam, and Michael May, Executive 
Director of the Nantucket Preservation Trust. 
Architectural Historian, Brian Pfeiffer, continues 
to oversee the ongoing restoration projects.  Cur-
rent areas of concentration for SCPF include win-
dows, lighting, and solving issues surrounding the 
presence of mildew on the facade of the building. 
(see Craig Spery’s report)             

The recent restoration has been largely successful 
with the interior painting surpassing expectations. 
Unfortunately, the exterior paint on the tower has 
not performed well.
We have sent several samples of the failed paint 
to the research laboratories at Sherwin-Williams, 
where they will attempt to determine the cause 
and suggest a solution to the problem. We expect 
to have an answer from Sherwin-Williams early 
this spring. 
Depending on what is suggested as a solution, we 
would expect the repainting of the affected areas to 
occur before the summer season. 
SCPF’s next meeting is Monday March 18, at 4:15 in 
the Activities Room and visitors ar welcome.

SOUTH CHURCH
PRESERVATION FUND
NOTES
Mary Beth Splaine, President

SOUTH CHURCH
PRESERVATION FUND
Painting Notes  Craig  Sper y

New Office Hours
9 am–noon  Monday–Friday

(508)-228-5466
office@unitarianchurchnantucket.org
And don’t forget to say hello to our 
new office assistant Kaitlyn Burke
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Church Staff
David M. Horst, Interim Minister - Edward B. Anderson, Minister Emeritus 
Diane T. Lehman,  Acting Music Director - Kaitlyn Burke, Office Assistant 

Mimi Jones and Dennis Santangelo, Sextons

Board of Trustees
Linda Spery (President), Brian Girard (Vice President),  Susan Richards (Clerk),  

Bob Hall (Treasurer), David Hall, John Rivera, Jim Sulzer, Marina Sutro, Jack Weinhold

Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday ~ 9:00 a.m. - Noon 

Minister’s Office Hours
Tuesday (10 a.m. - noon) and Friday (noon - 2 p.m.)

Social
Justice

For
All


