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COMMON PATHWAYS
Flying Home
by Rev. Linda Simmons

I was recently in Costa Rica with my husband Gary. How blessed I felt 
to travel and to experience another land, culture, time, sense of self and 
other. The bungalow we stayed in was quite isolated: in a large valley, other 
houses not near by, no tourists or beaches, no TVs or computers or noises 
of modern life, just a lot of wind and animal voices.

It has been a long time since I have felt real aloneness in my surroundings. 
Gary and I lived in a co-op with seven others in Medford, Massachusetts 
while I was in Divinity School and not long before that, my daughter and 
all the life and turmoil that teenage daughters bring, enlivened our days.  
But it is not just people that fill our lives. I have been seeking my purpose 
and its expression for many years. In Costa Rica, I realized that I have 
arrived--here with all of you--I am home, not just physically, but spiritu-
ally.

This allows me to stand differently in the world.  Because I know where 
I come from now, I can more easily be where I am; I can open myself 
more fully to the world around me. In Costa Rica, the wind, which never 
stopped, the sounds of life that flew on the wind, and the vastness of the 
sky, all carried me beyond myself. I could fly  and travel in the treetops 
with the monkey calls. Finding home makes letting go possible.

Inside this letting go and wind and sky and full moon, I found an alone-
ness that was stunning. There were no walls to it, no bottom or top. It 
just kept expanding around me and in me until I felt as significant and as 
insignificant as a star in the moonlit sky. 

Home is an anchor that holds us down so we can fly. Home is a state of be-
ing that grounds and allows us to be touched by life. 

For me, it is our lives together as a congregation- our openness to each 
other and to what life brings us, our willingness to risk presence and hope 
together, our collective longing for meaning and purpose- that come to-
gether to make an anchor that holds us here enough so that we can explore 
other horizons in ourselves and the world around us.

(continued on page 3)

JOIN US AT 10:45 A.M. 
FOR  SERVICES 

EVERY SUNDAY.

 Sunday, March 2
“Home Blindness”
Rev. Linda Simmons

Hendrix Hall

Sunday, March 9
“What We Carry”

Rev. Linda Simmons
Hendrix Hall

Sunday, March 16
“Stories of Immigration”

Rev. Linda Simmons
Hendrix Hall

Sunday, March 23
“Touching This Moment”

Rev. Linda Simmons
Hendrix Hall

Sunday, March 30
“Lay Led Service”

Sunday Service Committee
Hendrix Hall

Families Welcome! 
Religious Exploration

for Children in the 
Activities Room
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The Story Behind the  “STORY FOR ALL AGES” 
by Susan Richards, Religious Exploration Committee Chair

Recently the congregation was treated to a wonderful Story for All Ages 
presented by Diane and Bob Lehman.   It got me to thinking about the 
story behind “The Story.”   What is its purpose? Why is it a part of each 
of our Sunday services?   

As Diane and Bob shared their story, “It Could Always Be Worse,” I 
Iooked around the congregation. I saw rapt attention and smiling faces.  
I heard laughter and murmurs of agreement as well as surprise as the 
story progressed.   I watched the faces of the children who were sitting 
in the front with Diane and Bob. they were obviously relaxed and secure 
in their places as members of our congregation.  
 
I realized then that the Story for All Ages lives up to its name as it surely brings all ages together, engag-
ing each of us in the message of the story whether it be in book, storytelling or song form.  It serves as a 
bridge to the rest of the service as well as being an organic way to transition children to their Religious 
Exploration program in the Activities Room while the service continues.   

The Story for All Ages spans the generations to bring more meaning to each Sunday service.  For both 
children and adults, it reminds us that we belong together in our congregation.... a good feeling!   

Contact: Susan Richards, susanoncobble@gmail.com

SAVE THESE DATES
Thursday, March 6 ~ World Religion Class on Islam, Activities Room

Shawl Ministry at Home of Lora Stewart
Saturday, March 8 ~ “Building the World We Dream About” Workshop

Activities Room
Thursday, March 13 ~ World Religion Class Focusing on Christianity

Activities Room
Sunday, March 16 ~ St. Patrick’s Fundraising Dinner  at Stewart Home

Friday, March 21 ~  Spaghetti Dinner for All Ages
Activities Room

Friday, April 18 ~ Spaghetti Dinner for All Ages
Activities Room

April (Date TBD) ~ Community Seder with Shirat Ha Yam
Activities Room

Friday, May 16 ~ Spring Circle Dinners
Hosts are Needed.  Contact Lora Stewart

Saturday, June 14 - 3rd Annual Church Auction
Contact Linda Spery for more information and to get involved.

Wednesday, June 25 - Sunday, June 29 - General Assembly
Contact Lora Stewart or Mary Beth Splaine for more information.
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(continued from page 1)

So grateful to be on this journey with all of you.

Pura Vida! 

[Pura vida is a characteristic Costa Rican phrase. It literally means pure life, however, the real meaning is 
closer to “plenty of life”, “full of life”, “this is living!”, “going great”, or “real living”. It can be used both as a 
greeting or a farewell, as an answer expressing that things are going well, or as a way of giving thanks.]

* Nantucket is full of common pathways, some known by many, others known only by a few. Our Meeting 
House brings us together, traveling over many pathways, some common, some not, as we learn to walk with 
each other even when the ways are unfamiliar and unmarked.  

Contact: Rev. Linda Simmons, revlindasimmons@gmail.com

Nantucket Unitarian Universalist
                    Fundraising Committee 

                  invites you to our 1st Annual

       “Souper Bowl”
                                        Sunday, February 5 
                                                5:30 p.m. • $10 per person           

Home of Christine Sanford • 3 Mill St.  

The Nantucket UU Fundraising Committee invites you to 
join us to watch the NE Patriots and the NY Giants com-
pete in Super Bowl XLVI.  
 
Bring your favorite cold weather soup and/or salad to 
share, along with your own beverages.  We’ll supply snacks 
and rolls. It’ll be fun to enjoy the game together!

Like to watch the commercials and halftime show but 
you’re not a serious football fan?  We’ll have one room 
with a TV set up for your group.  In another room, die-
hard football fans will be in front of the other TV rooting 
for their favorite team.  

All proceeds will go to the 2012 operating budget.  Sign up 
today on the clipboard in the Activities Room at the Coffee 
Hour after service.  Questions?  Ask Linda Spery or Pete 
Sawyer, Fundraising Committee co-chairs. Space is limited 
so don’t delay!

Nantucket Unitarian Universalist
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
Sunday, March 16, 2014
6:30 p.m.

Join us at the home of 
Lora and Paul Stewart
61 Madaket Road

Featuring a Boiled Dinner of Corned Beef 
and Cabbage and other Irish Specialties

Adults $20
Children pay their age

All funds raised benefit the church operating
budget. To reserve a place, sign up at church 
or e-mail Lora@plpdd.com.  

UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
This year General Assembly (GA), the yearly gathering of 
Unitarian Universalists from all over the country, is coming 
to Providence, Rhode Island from June 25-29. It promises to 
be a wonderful time and we are hoping to have a good turn 
out from the Meeting House. 

For detailed information about registering for the conference 
and making hotel reservations, please visit the website at: 
http://www.uua.org/ga/program/highlights/14600.shtml 

Block rooms that have been reserved by the UUA go on sale 
on March 3rd. The UUA has reserved rooms at four hotels: 
the Marriott Courtyard, the Hilton Providence, the Biltmore 
Hotel and the Omni Providence. The group rate for these 
four hotels is $159.00 + tax for single or double occupancy 
(triple and quadruple occupancy is also possible for an ad-
ditional fee). There is a fee for parking and some have an 
additional fee for Wifi as well. 

There are a number of Nantucket UU members who will are 
planning to attend GA this year given its proximity to us.  
Some are attending just the weekend and some are attending 
all week.  To get on the e-mail list or talk about ride sharing, 
hotel rooms, etc., contact Lora Stewart.  

Contact: Lora Stewart, lora@plpdd.com
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Board of Trustees President’s Message
by Jim Sulzer

As I write this president’s message, Barbara and I are with our son Will and his fiancé, Amita Sreenivas, at her family’s 
home in Niwot, Colorado, near Boulder. Amita’s parents both grew up in India and came to the United States at a young 
age for graduate study . . . and they remained in the US, finding great professional success and raising two children in their 
new home. Will and Amita are in the final stages of planning their wedding, which will be in Colorado this June.

Last June, they had their formal engagement ceremony—a Hindu service, with a Brahmin—in South Church. One of the 
many appealing and positive aspects of our UU Meeting House is that we are truly welcoming to different faiths and differ-
ent outlooks. Our congregation was receptive from the outset to the idea of having a Hindu ceremony within its sanctuary, 
and Amita’s parents, relatives, and friends felt welcomed and comfortable in our beautiful building. Interim minister David 
Horst was kind enough to stay with us through the long and lovely, flower-strewn ceremony. Our longtime, fiercely loyal 
sexton Mimi Jones was extremely attentive to the room, both before and after the service. It was a terrific experience for all 
of us.

We have seen the inclusive spirit of our congregation grow in a number of powerful and important ways this winter. Our 
dinner with Faro de Luz in late January gave both congregations a chance to sit down together, break some bread, and get 
to know each other. That spirit carried over in the fantastic help that Faro de Luz gave to the Hendrix Hall renovation: 
moving furniture before the start of the project, lifting and carrying the pews from one side of the room to the other, tear-
ing up old carpet, and moving back the furniture. The project would not have been possible without the support of these 
friends as well as our friends from Shirat Ha Yam, who were equally crucial to the success of the project. In another ex-
ample of this spirit, our newly formed social justice group, Grassroots Nantucket, is hard at work helping to register voters 
of all backgrounds.

Our congregation has reached a pivotal point in our evolution where we are secure enough in ourselves to look beyond our 
doors and find common purpose with others, all within the context of our Unitarian Universalist principles and ideals. The 
marriage of Barbara’s and my son Will to a person of the Hindu faith is only one instance of the incalculable rewards that 
can come from embracing a larger world of beauty and common purpose.           Contact: Jim Sulzer,  sulzer@comcast.net

Joanna Greenfield, Jan Ellsworth and Linda Spery took 
the first shift of voter registration duty at Stop & Shop on 
February 22.  Voter drives are also planned for March. 
Contacts: Adam Reed , adam.ben.reed@gmail.com or 
Joanna Greenfield, joannagreenfield@me.com

Grassroots Nantucket Update
by Joanna Greenfield

Grassroots Nantucket held its first registration drive last 
Saturday with great success. In addition to registering 
some new voters, we provided information about Town 
Meeting and upcoming elections, encouraging people 
to be engaged with our local government. We received 
overwhelming support for our mission from community 
members.  Many walking by with fists in the air yelled 
“power to the people!”  Continuing on our theme of en-
couraging voter engagement, we will be offering assistance 
for the Civic League’s “Meet the Candidates” and “Meet 
the Articles” forums. To start we will be offering childcare 
and transportation to people in the community needing 
that assistance. 

Grassroots Nantucket will also be hosting a “Building the 
World We Dream About” workshop on March 8.
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Financial Report
by Paul Stewart, Treasurer

Managing the church’s financial 
system has been a group effort 
this month. We welcome Chuck 
Gieg as our new bookkeeper. 
Chuck handles this important function for numerous 
Island organizations and is off to a good start updating 
our books with valued guidance from Kim La Rue. 

Kim and outgoing Treasurer Peter Richards have been 
wrapping up 2013 and generating final 2013 pledge 
statements. Peter will continue his excellent work 
preparing and making deposits as he teaches me those 
processes. 

Gwen Richter has prepared and presented a very help-
ful written job description to guide Chuck and help the 
rest of us understand his responsibilities. Jack Wein-
hold, Assistant Treasurer, is handling certain reporting 
issues and mentoring me in the budget process. Look 
for Jack’s recent additions to the Member’s section of 
our website (Participate: For Members) where he has 
posted the 2013 actuals and 2014 budget.

We plan to publish a financial summary of the church’s 
finances in the month following each quarter of the 
year, so the first recap will be in the April Weathervane.

Contact: Paul Stewart, paul@plpdd.com

Shawl Ministry Continues to Grow
The Shawl Ministry continues to grow! We now have 16 members
and meet most Thursday evenings as well as an occasional time 
during the day. 

Shawls are given to provide comfort. In February, we gave away two more of our creations to parishioners. 

As always, we welcome new members to the group. Please come and create with us! Join our e-mail list to hear about 
where and when we will meet. We have a great time chatting and getting to know one another better as we knit or cro-
chet. If you know of someone who would benefit from receiving a shawl, contact Lora Stewart or Rev. Linda.

The group will meet at Lora Stewart’s home on March 6 and 13 at 7 p.m. We need volunteer hosts for the gatherings on 
March 20 and 27.

Contact: Lora Stewart, lora@plpdd.com

Adult Religious Education News
There are a number of adult religious education op-
portunities for not only our congregation but the 
entire community this month, all free of charge and 
held in the Activities Room

Rev. Linda Simmons will continue teaching World 
Religion classes on Thursday, March 6 and Thursday, 
March 13 from 4 to 6 p.m.  The classes focusing on 
Islam (March 6) and Christianity (March 13) were re-
scheduled due to inclement weather earlier in the year. 
Classes will include instruction as well as discussion. 
 
In additional to the World Religion classes, we will 
be holding a workshop on Saturday, March 8 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. in conjunction with our new affiliate 
group, Grassroots Nantucket.   The workshop, entitled 
“Building the World We Dream About,” will also be 
led by Rev. Simmons. 

“Building the World We Dream About” is a program 
that seeks to transform how people from different 
racial/ethnic groups understand and relate to one an-
other. The workshop creates opportunities for partici-
pants to practice dreaming our world otherwise, and 
then to commit to new, intentional ways of being. This 
workshop is offered in the hope that developing mul-
ticultural habits and skills, with awareness of race and 
oppression, will lead us to build the world of beloved 
community we dream about. 

Contact: uuchurchnantucket@verizon.net
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  SUNDAY SERVICES IN MARCH 

Sunday, March 2  ~ 10:45 a.m.
Rev. Linda Simmons
Hendrix Hall 

“Home Blindness”
Home is so many things to at once. It nurtures, protects, and transforms us. As we return home 
to our renovated Hendrix Hall this Sunday, I ponder the blessing and the blindness that home 
bestows and ask how we can remain awake in it all.

Sunday, March 9 ~ 10:45 a.m.
Rev. Linda Simmons
Hendrix Hall 

“What We Carry”
On a recent trip to Costa Rica, I listed in my journal what I saw people carrying as a way to wake 
up and take note. It struck me that what we carry, both within us and on us, offers a view of our 
lives. This sermon will seek a window to the soul through what we hold.

Sunday, March 16 ~ 10:45 a.m.
Rev. Linda Simmons
Hendrix Hall 

“Stories of Immigration”
In 2012, General Assembly or GA, the Annual Meeting for our denomination, was called a Justice 
GA and the subject of study and witness was immigration. This sermon will explore not only the 
significance of General Assembly to us as Unitarian Universalist but also some of the terrain of 
immigration.

Sunday, March 23 ~ 10:45 a.m.
Rev. Linda Simmons
Hendrix Hall 

“Touching This Moment”
Family systems work is an important part of Divinity School training. Ultimately, family systems 
is a way of recognizing who we are so that we can open ourselves to each other and the world 
around us and offer what is ours to give, so that we can enter the present. What does it mean to 
enter the present as people of faith and why does this matter?

Sunday, March 30 ~ 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Service Committee
Hendrix Hall 

“Lay Led Service”
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS AS OF FEBRUARY 26, 2014 ~ DONATIONS ARE STILL WELCOMED

Shirat Ha Yam  ~ South Church Preservation Fund  ~  Faro de Luz  ~  Tom and Patti Thomas  ~ Val Hall
Marty & Holly McGowan in memory of Jenny Garneau ~ Craig & Linda Spery in memory of Jenny Garneau
Paul and Lora Stewart  ~  Cynthia Lenhart in memory of Jenny Garneau  ~  Peter & Susan Richards

Toby Greenberg  ~  Nancy Rappaport ~  Bob and Diane Lehman ~ Mary Beth Splaine & Jack Weinhold

Hendrix Hall Refurbishment: Taking Shape for March 2 Opening
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Church Staff
Rev. Linda Simmons, Minister ~ Edward B. Anderson, Minister Emeritus 

Diane T. Lehman, Music Director ~ Lucretia Voigt, Office Manager 
Mimi Jones and Dennis Santangelo, Sextons ~ Chuck Gieg, Bookkeeper

Board of Trustees
Jim Sulzer (President),  Susan Richards (Vice President),  Paul Stewart (Treasurer), Steve Estabrooks (Clerk)

Jack Weinhold (Assistant Treasurer), Jan Ellsworth, John Rivera, Linda Spery, Lora Stewart 

Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday ~ 9 a.m. - noon

Minister’s Office Hours
Tuesday (10 a.m. - noon) and by appointment


